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SUB J : AMERICAN BUREAU OF SHIPPING REQUEST FOR RECOGNITION BY 
THE CCNR 

REF: A. BERN 1496; B. STATE 81866; C. 52377 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING GOS NOTE RE SUBJECT REQUEST: 
(UNOFFICIAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION) 

2. QUOTE: FEDERAL POLITICAL DEPARTMENT - NOTE NO. S.O. 662.0 
FEDERAL POLITICAL DEPARTMENT REFERS TO EMBASSY UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA NOTE MARCH 4, 1976 AND HAS HONOR REPLY TO EMBASSY 

THAT SWITZERLAND HAS AGREED RECOGNIZE AMERICAN BUREAU OF SHIPPING 
AS RECOGNIZED SHIP CLASSIFICATION SOCIETY ON CONDITION, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 2.12 OF REGULATIONS GOVERING 
INSPECTION OF RHINE SHIPPING (REGLEMENT DE VISITE DES BATEAUX 
DU RHIN) (1976). THAT IT BE RECOGNIZED ALSO BY ALL 
OTHER RHINE COUNTRIES AND BY BELGIUM. 
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DEPARTMENT TAKES THIS OCCASION RENEW TO EMBASSY ASSURANCE 
ITS HIGH CONSIDERATION. BERN, JULY 6, 1976. UNQUOTE 

3. DR FRITZ BOHNERT, FEDERAL POLITICAL DEPT MARITIME 
NAVIGATION CHIEF, TOLD EMBOFF JULY 9 HE BELIEVED FROM HIS 
DISCUSSIONS WITH CCNR TECHNICIANS THAT OTHER COUNTRIES, 

ESPECIALLY FRANCE, WOULD ALSO RECOGNIZE AMERICAN BUREAU 
OF SHIPPING AS SHIP CLASSIFICATION SOCIETY. BOHNERT 
SAID US EXPECTED IN RECIPROCITY ACCEPT EUROPEAN CERTIFICATIONS 
OF EUROPEAN LASH BARGES. 

DAVIS 
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